General Notes

The instrumentation is as follows: flute (alt. alto flute,
piccolo), bass clarinet (alt. B® clarinet), horn, soprano, bari-
tone, violin, viola, 'cello, and contrabass.

Concert dress should be simple and very casual for all in-
volved except for the conductor. The conductor should be dressed
as formally as possible.

If a note has no stem (e), its duration is to be determined
by the player.

An accidental (# b) applies only to the noté which it imme-
diately precedes.

A diagonal line over a note (5) or group of notes (m) in-
dicates that the note(s) should be played as fast as possible:

All glissandi should be smooth and continuous (i.e., "porta-
mento") and should in each case occur evenly over the full dura-
tion marked (for example, if d2isg p is marked, the glissando should
last a full quarter note, and the pitch at the bottem of the glis-
sando should be held for an eighth note.)

More Specific Notes

The time scale indicated in sections A-H is approximate, and
should serve primarily as a point of reference, not the law.

In sections G and H, the accelerandos in the violin and viola
parts should begin each time at the tempo of approximately 4 notes/

second. .
written

At the end of section H, the/rhythms in the bass clarinet and
horn parts should serve as a general gulde, but need not be fol-
lowed closely.

Notes to the Conductor

The conductor's role in "Big Mac" may be seen as that of an
overseer who cues in instruments and tries as the plece progresses
to create "order" out of chaos or "sanity" out of insanity, but
who ultimately fails.

Where there are no bar lines for a particular instrument, it
should proceed independantly of other instruments and should not be
conducted.

In the first part of the piece (sections A-H), the conductor
needs only to cue in each instrument as necessary. Once each in-
strument is cued in, the conductor should not intervene. The horn
entrance (D) is determined by the 'cello part (see dotted line).
The bass clarinet entrance is determined by the horn part. The



viola entrance (F) is determined by the bass clarinet part. The
contrabass entrance (G) 1s also determined by the bass clarinet
part.

In section N, the short instrumental outbursts should be cued
by the conductor at irregular rhythmic intervals (i.e., anywhere
in the measures they occur, not just on the beat).

In sections V-Y (pp. 28-32), only the instrumental parts should
be conducted, the voice parts should not.

In sections EE-GG, the players one by one stop following the
conductor where marked, so that by one measure before FF, only
the 'cello, horn, and piccolo are with the conductor's baton, and
by two measures after GG, only the 'cello remains with the conduc-
tor. The conductor in this section should not conduct just the
instruments still following him at any particular moment, but should
continue to conduct as if everyone were with him until the end of
the piece. ’
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